Suggestl ons to keep you heal h and free of | nj ur
ki ng portabl e el ectric tool s

Wien using these tools it is
easy to focus on the task and
forget that you are exposed
to vol tages with t he pot en-
tid tokill.

Tip 1: Check you are safely
eart hed

If afault allows current
| eakage, electricitywl!l flow
tothe earth along the path
of | east resistance. WUnl ess
the tool i s properly earthed,
that path wi |l probably be
you!

Tip 2: Use a Residual Qur-

rent Device

Unl ess you are worki ng i n-

side in dry conditions, you
must have protection from
an RCD. Ensure there i s one
inthe swtchboard or that

you ar e usi ng one as part of

the extension | ead. Aport-

abl e RCD needs to be tested
every day beforeit is first

used by pressing the test

button. Don't use el ectri cal

equi pnent when your hands
are wet or any part of you
is touching water. If you
must work in wet or danp
areas, pl ease use an RCD -

itisvital toyour survival!l

Ti p 3: Choose the correct
saf e t ool

Qutting tool s such as circu-
| ar saws and angl e grinders
can be extrenely hazar dous
tothe unskilled, and tool s
for drilling and cl eaning (eg
buffers and wi re wheel s)
can cause serious i njury due
to high torque and rotation
that can cause tool to run
away from the operator.
Does t he guard cover hal f
t he di sc between t he oper a-
tor and the di sc? Does the
grinder have an autonatic
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cut-of f or “deadman” sw tch
as part of the handgrip, cut-
ting of f the power as soon
as finger pressureisre-
| eased? Ensure tool bits are
sharp, as blunt edges are
hazar dous.

Tip 4: Are you conpetent to
useit?

I f you have not been trai ned
ensure that your supervi sor
knows you need hel p. Exam
pl es: when drilling a snall
pi ece of steel it wll needto
be clanped - if it isnot it
nay rotate and cut your fin-
gers. Wth angl e grinders
wat ch out for ki ckback,
where the disc is thrust
away fromthe object it is
grinding, whichcanresult in
severe cuts to hands, arns,
head, torso and | egs. D scs
can shatter or expl ode.

Tip 5: Pre-flight check

Bef ore you start up the tool,

ask yoursel f:

a) Can | spot any defects?
Spar ki ng, overheating or
si gns of burning shoul d
be reported i medi at el y,
as shoul d faulty el ectri -
cal outlets, wring, dam
aged cords and pl ugs.

b) Isthetool ingood condi-
tion and tagged as tested
within the last 12
nont hs by a qualified
person. (Note: S teSafe
requires portabl e el ectri -
cal tools on construction
sitestobetested at three
nmonth interval s).

© Have you pl anned a safe
systemof work for the
task?

Tip 6: Don't msuse the tool
Don’t kink, cut or crush any
el ectrical cord and never
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carry tool s by their cord.
Don’t overstrai n equi prent
- let thetool dothe work. If
you use too much force the
drill bit, disc, or cuttingtool
may break causing you to
over bal ance and fal | .

Servi ce equi pnent regul arly
and repair or repl ace as
needed.

Make sure the power switch
is off before pluggingin
equi pnent, and be sure to
start and endwithswitchin
‘of f* position.

When you are finished, turn
the equi pment off at the
mai n swi t ch before unpl ug-
gingit toprotect yourself
and t he next user.

Al ways di sconnect power for
i nspecti ons, servicing or
changi ng accessori es.

Tip 7: \ar appropriate pro-

tection

Dependi ng on t he tool you
are usi ng, protective equip-

nment m ght i ncl ude eye pro-

tecti on (w de vi si on goggl es,

or safety glasses and a
faceshi el d), hearing protec-

tion, safety boots w th steel

toe-caps, overalls or other

close-fitting clothing, and
close-fittingglovesthat all ow
agood grip of the tool.

D sclai ner: these survival
tips are general in nature
and are not intended to be
conpr ehensi ve. A ways take
i nto account your own par -
ticular circunstances. |f you
have any questions, please
di scuss themwi th your su-
per vi sor .

Thi s 1 ssue’s survival tips
suppl i ed by t he

New Zeal and Safet y Counci/,
wwwe saf et ycouncr /. org. nz
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